Immune-protective antibodies against capsular polysaccharides do not affect natural competence of Streptococcus pneumoniae: implications for current conjugate vaccination strategies?
We studied the effect of opsonization of Streptococcus pneumoniae with capsular antibodies on horizontal transfer of DNA. Opsonization did not inhibit DNA uptake. This suggests that horizontal transfer of capsular genes, which is an important escape mechanism of the pathogen, remains a potential threat for the efficacy of conjugate vaccination.